
Summer Reading Club is open to anyone with a valid Harvard
Diggins Library card. Children age 6 and under can sign up

using a parent or guardian’s card.
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SUMMER 2024 MAY - JULY

Summer Reading Club
Summer Reading Club

2024
Early registration begins May 20

Program runs June 3 through July 25

It’s that time again - get ready for a summer of fun at your Library!  

Children, teens, and adults are invited to participate in Harvard
Diggins Library’s summer reading challenges.  Children and

teens will record their reading minutes this summer and adults
can record book titles and write book reviews to earn raffle
tickets towards the grand prizes on display at the Library!

As you read, you’ll collect pinback buttons and brag tags of
your favorite book covers. You’ll also earn extra raffle tickets

for attending the fun events included in this newsletter.

Don’t have a library card? Scan here for more
information on how to sign up for one! 

How many buttons and
brag tags will you collect

this summer?

Register EARLY and be

entered in a drawing

for a 6-person day pass

to the Harvard Pool OR 

 5 Rockford Rivets

baseball game vouchers!



Volunteers Needed

Interested? Visit the Library to pick 
up a volunteer registration form. 

Forms should be returned to the Library by Friday, May 24. 
Questions? Email Library Director Karen at 

karens@harvard-diggins.org.
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JOIN MCCD’S “FIND YOUR WILD” CHALLENGE

Saturday May 25 - Monday September 2

Outdoor adventure begins at the Library this summer! Harvard Diggins Library is
partnering with McHenry County Conservation District to encourage outdoor
exploration as part of the Find Your Wild summer challenge! Beginning Memorial
Day Weekend, stop by the Library and pick up a bookmark with a special code to
receive points in the Find Your Wild challenge. Points can later be redeemed for
prizes! Also check out some of our librarians’ favorite outdoor-themed book
recommendations to borrow and read at your favorite conservation area, located in
the Find Your Wild app! Learn more about the challenge at MCCD.me/FindYourWild.

RR

The Library will again host the artwork of the
talented artists in District 50. The artwork from
students in K-12 features a variety of mediums.
Family and community members are welcome
to join the public Art Show Reception on
Thursday May 2, 6:00pm-8:00pm.

HARVARD DISTRICT 50 ART SHOW

May 1 - May 9In August, the Library’s parking lot will be resurfaced. The
existing asphalt will be replaced with a new 4-inch layer
and the parking spaces restriped. Work is expected to
begin Monday, August 5 and take one week to complete
during which the parking lot will be closed to vehicle
traffic. The Library will be closed beginning Monday,
August 5 with plans to reopen on Monday, August 12. No
library materials will be due the week of the closure.
Please do not return materials until the library reopens on
Monday, August 12. Weather and other factors may
impact the project so keep track of what is happening on
the Library’s Facebook page and at www.harvard-
diggins.org. The parking lot replacement project is funded
through the Library’s capital reserves.

LIBRARY CLOSING FOR PARKING LOT REPAIRS

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF
HARVARD DIGGINS LIBRARY
Thanks to the many who attended the 
Spring Tea Party fundraiser benefitting the Friends of the Library
and the Greater Harvard Area Historical Society. Over $1,000 was
raised in support of both organizations. Planning is underway for
the 2025 Spring Tea Party. The Friends of Harvard Diggins
Library welcomes dedicated volunteers who are willing to help in
planning fundraisers, organizing the ongoing used book sale,
and being the voice and advocates of the Library. The Friends of
the Library meet the first Monday of each month at 9:30am in the
Burbank Meeting Room. New members are always welcome!

Summer is just around the corner, which means the
Library’s summer reading program will be launching soon.

This year’s program, ‘Read, Renew, Repeat’ is in need of
volunteers to help it run smoothly. Teens in 7th – 12th

grade and adults are welcome to volunteer up to 4 hours
per week to staff the summer reading station. 



FAMILY/MIXED-AGE EVENTS MAY - JULY

CHECKMATE CHESS CLUB

Tues May 7, 14, & 21, 6:30pm

Chess players of all skill levels
ages 11 and up are welcome to
join the comunity-led Checkmate
Chess Club held at the Library
every Tuesday at 6:30pm. Please
register for each session that you
will be attending.

RR
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PARTY at the 

Friday July 12, 6:00pm - Registration opens on June 3

Hey, Swifties! Come celebrate all things Taylor at the Library’s Taylor Swift party!  Make
friendship bracelets, complete a trivia challenge, enjoy a photo booth and more. All ages
welcome.  Children under the age of 10 must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.    

SwiftSwift  TaylorTaylor  
RR

Campfire Stories
at Rush Creek Conservation Area

featuringJim May Emmy Award-
winning storyteller

Enjoy an evening together around the campfire while eating
snacks and listening to Jim May performing some of his famous

expressive and descriptive stories. All ages. Copies of Jim’s
books and CDs will be available to purchase following the event. 

Event provided in partnership with 
McHenry County Conservation District. 

Thursday June 27, 6:30pm at 
Rush Creek Conservation Area Pavilion, 

20501 McGuire Rd, Harvard, IL 

RR

PIN PENNANT CRAFT NIGHT

Monday June 3, 6:00pm-7:00pm

Summer Reading Club members of all ages are
invited to kick off the summer together and craft
a felt pennant to hold all of the pinback buttons
you’ll earn as you read. 

RR

LIMITED SEATING

PLEASE BRING A

FOLDING CHAIR
In the event of inclement weather, event will be

moved indoors to Harvard Diggins Library



MAY - JULY

Tiny ArtTiny Art
CanvasCanvas

ContestContest

All ages are invited to join us for the 2nd annual Tiny Art Canvas Contest!
Participants may sign up and pick up a canvas June 3 - June 22. 
Return your completed work of art to the Library during the week of June 24. 
The public will vote for their favorite works of art in the Children, Teen, & Adult
categories and the winners will be announced at the end of Summer Reading
Club in late July. 

Movie
Matinees
Summer

FAMILY/MIXED-AGE EVENTS
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Join us every Thursday morning June 6 - August 1 at 10:00am for a movie
screening in the Burbank Meeting Room. Movie genres and ratings will vary each
week, so  parents please take note. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Light
snacks and drinks with a secure lid are welcome. No movie on July 4. 

June 6
Mean Girls

(2024; PG-13)

June 13
Wish (PG)

June 20
Ordinary

Angels (PG)

June 27
Migration

(PG)

July 11
The Color Purple

(2024; PG-13)

July 18
Under the

Boardwalk (PG)

July 25
Wonka (2023,

PG)

Aug 1 
The Hunger Games:

Ballad of Songbirds &
Snakes (PG-13)

THURSDAYS AT
10:00AM

RR

RR



SUMMER 2023 JUNE - JULY

1,000 BOOKS BEFORE KINDERGARTEN

MAY - JULY

Wednesdays
at 11:30am
beginning

June 5

It’s storytime for big kids!  Bring your lunch and listen to staff read
a portion of ‘The Mystery of Locked Rooms’ by Lindsay Currie
then complete activities that compliment the book.  Enjoy a virtual
visit with author Lindsay Currie, too!  

RR

Lunch&
Listen

This activity meets weekly on Wednesdays beginning June 5 and is
appropriate for students in 5th grade and older.  The first twelve
students to register will receive a paperback copy of the book. 

KIDS CRAFTERNOON
Harvard District 50 students have an
early release day! Join us this
afternoon for some crafting fun.
Mom will ‘bee’ very happy with this
honey of a gift just in time for
Mother’s Day. For children in Pre-K
through 5th. Younger children will
need adult assistance. 

Wed May 8, 1:30pm-5:00pm RR

Sum
mer

Sum
mer storytime

storytime

Join library staff each week for 
songs, stories and a craft.   
Preschool Storytime is open 
to children ages 3-5 and 
their caregiver.  

PRESCHOOL
STORYTIME

Tuesday May 7 & 21, 10:00am RR

The 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
program is open to Harvard Diggins Library
cardholders and their child or children who
are not yet in Kindergarten. For each book
you read together, record it on your paper
reading log or in our Beanstack app and
receive stickers and prizes for your reading
milestones. Visit the Library to sign up.

Listen to stories from favorite authors and enjoy a 
coordinating activity.  Sessions will be held in the Lions Park pavilion, weather
permitting. No storytime on July 2. Perfect for kids in 
preschool through 3rd grade.

Tuesdays at 10:00am beginning June 5 RR

Join us for an evening of LEGO 
building fun with a unique building challenge.  
All ages welcome.     

LEGO BUILD IT! NIGHT

Thurs June 6, 6:00pm RR
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YOUTH PROGRAMS

Ongoing RR
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TEEN SUMMER READING INSPIRATION JARS
Friday May 10, 3:00pm

Summer is around the corner which means
it’s time to make your summer reading list.  
Make an Inspiration Jar to capture that list.  
All supplies provided. Grades 6-12. 

RR

SUMMER READING  POOL PARTY
Friday July 26, 7:15pm

Children in Summer Reading Club who
have read 600 minutes or more can join
us at Harvard Pool, 607 Galvin Pkwy, for
a celebration of everyone’s reading
accomplishments this summer. 

TEEN BOWLING PARTY

Wed July 24, 12:00pm
Summer Reading Club members in
grades 6-12 who have finished the
program - join us for pizza and bowling at
J’s Lanes, 5507 S Division St. for one last
get-together of the summer.

RR

RR



SUMMER 2023 JUNE - JULY

CHICKEN BALL GAME
CRAFT 

Repurpose household items to
make a silly game.  All supplies
provided.  All ages welcome.  

Thurs June 13, 1:30pm RR

No need to travel to Paris to participate in the Olympics this
summer.  Come to the library and be  ready for fun in Minute-
to-Win-it Olympics!  No athletic skill is required.  Just a great
sense of humor  and willingness to laugh ‘til your sides hurt.  
This activity is open to students in 5th grade and up.   
Weather permitting, this event will be held outdoors.  

MAY - JULY
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AIR DRY CLAY MOSAICS

Create a colorful mosaic
using the natural shades
of assorted  beans.  All
supplies provided.  All
ages welcome.  

Fri June 7, 1:30pm RR

LOTERIA (MEXICAN BINGO)

Join us for a fun evening playing
Loteria, a Mexican version of the
game Bingo.  All ages welcome.  

Tues June 11, 6:30pm RR

MINUTE-TO-WIN-IT OLYMPICS 

Tues June 18, 1:30pm RR

Recycle two soda bottles into a
cozy feeder for the birds. All
ages welcome.  

SODA BOTTLE BIRD FEEDER
Fri June 21, 1:30pm RR

BEAD BUDDY KEYCHAIN 

Use scraps of felt and a wooden
beads to make a cute keychain. 
All ages  welcome.  

Tues June 25, 1:30pm or 6:30pm RR

MELTED CRAYON ART JEWELRY 

Repurpose leftover crayons into a
wearable work of art.  All ages
welcome. Younger children will
require adult assistance.  

Tues July 9, 1:30pm RR

TIE-DYE T-SHIRTS 

Everyone’s favorite summer
activity is back!  Bring a white t-
shirt and use a variety of
techniques to  make it colorful.
This event will be held outdoors. 
In the event of inclement
weather, the event will be held
on Tuesday July 16. All ages
welcome.

Thurs July 11, 1:30pm 
(Rain date is Tues July 16, 1:30pm)

RR

PAPER CUP GAME
CHALLENGE 

Repurpose everyday
items into a wacky game
then challenge your
friends to see who can
pick up items the fastest. 
All ages welcome.  

Thurs July 18, 1:30pm RR

Create

Play!and



SUMMER 2023 JUNE - JULY

Monday July 22, 6:00pm

SEEDSEED
LIBRARYLIBRARY
EVENTS
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ADULT PROGRAMS MAY - JULY

IDENTITY THEFT, FRAUDS, & SCAMS (ENGLISH)

Wednesday May 22, 10:00am

Learn how to identify potential scams/fraud, protect
yourself against identity theft, address some concerns
about being a victim of identity theft, and understand the
importance of securing your personal information. This
session will be hosted by a representative from the Illinois
Comptroller’s office. A session will be offered in Spanish
immediately following the program. 

RR

WEDDED BLISS THROUGH THE AGES

Mon June 24, 6:00pm

Once upon a time, many ancient marriages were by
capture, not consent. From Queen Victoria to the brides of
Black Point Estate in Lake Geneva, this program looks at
the traditions, superstitions, and customs influencing
celebrity and society weddings, historical lakeshore
extravaganzas, and local ceremonies. Presented by
returning guest speaker Chris Brookes of Black Point
Estate, a member of the Wisconsin Historical Society.

RR

7

EL ROBO DE IDENTIDAD, FRAUDES, Y ESTAFAS 
(EN ESPAÑOL)

Miércoles 22 de Mayo, 11:00am

Aprenda cómo identificar posibles estafas/fraudes,
protegerse contra el robo de identidad y comprender la
importancia de proteger su información personal. Esta
sesión será organizada por un representante de la oficina
del Contralor de Illinois y se hablará completamente en
español. Se ofrecerá una sesión en inglés a las 10:00 am.

RR

NATIVE SEED COLLECTION
FOR THE HOME GARDENER

Our habitats need all the native plant help 
they can get, so utilize those seeds! Join 
Sarah Michehl from The Land Conservancy 
of McHenry County for tips and tricks on how 
to collect your native plant seeds. Basic seed
identification, collection methods and timelines, 
and tips on how to sow will be covered. 

RR

NEW DATE: Tuesday June 4, 7:00pm on Zoom

ILLINOIS LIBRARIES PRESENT: TEMPLE GRANDIN

Join us for a special live, virtual event with Dr. Grandin, one
of the world’s most accomplished and well-known adults
with autism. Dr. Grandin has been at the forefront of
research and activism for autism and neurodiversity for
decades. Her most recent book is Visual Thinking: The
Hidden Gifts of People Who Think in Pictures, Patterns, and
Abstractions.  This event will be streamed in the Burbank
Meeting Room at the Library as well. 

RR

THE HISTORY OF PIES: AND ILLINOIS IS WELL
REPRESENTED!

Monday June 17, 6:00pm

Pies are as American as pizza is 
American: we took a great idea, 
adapted it to our needs, and ran with it. 
Our ancestors used what they had 
available locally and made the most from 
it. You might be thinking that pies are just for dessert, but
for our American ancestors, they were often considered
survival food. Sometimes, they ate pie for breakfast, lunch
and dinner for months at a time. Catherine Lambrecht, who
achieved Grand Champion and Best of Show at the Lake
County Fair for apple pie, will present the history of pies in 
America and our state.

RR

QPR SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING (ENGLISH)

Thursday May 23, 6:00pm

A 1-hour evidence-based public health model for
individuals to learn how to recognize the warning signs
that someone may be contemplating suicide. 

CAPACITACIÓN DE GUARDIÁN DE PREVENCIÓN
DEL SUICIDIO DE QPR (EN ESPAÑOL)

Jueves 23 de Mayo, 6:00pm

Un modelo de salud pública basado en evidencia de 1
hora para que las personas aprendan a reconocer las
señales de advertencia de que alguien puede estar
pensando en suicidarse. 

RR

RR
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Crafter’s
UFO Night

Calling all crafters!  Got a stash of UFO’s (Unfinished
Objects)?  Spend an evening with fellow crafters
getting those UFO’s closer to completion. All who
knit, crochet, cross stitch, embroider, sew, and paper
craft are invited. Light refreshments will be provided.
All ages.

Thurs May 9, June 13, & July 11, 6:00pm RR

THE LAID-BACK BOOK CLUB

No meetings, no deadlines, just good books! Do you want to get
back into reading, but you don’t have time for traditional book
clubs? Jump in to the Laid-Back Book Club anytime and try the 12
book selections for 2024. Participate any way you’d like - discussion
questions in our Facebook group, earning raffle tickets and
recording your reading on the Beanstack app, or just reading any of
the selections at your own pace! Each month’s book selection will
be available to check out at the Circulation Desk, but you are
welcome to read off-schedule anytime by requesting books in your
library account on PrairieCat. More information about this program
is available on the Library’s website at www.harvard-diggins.org.

JOIN OUR 
GROUP ONOngoing

June July

ADULT PROGRAMS MAY - JULY
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Craft Time for Adults
DIAMOND PAINTING
BOOKMARKS
Monday May 13,
1:00pm or 6:00pm

BUTTON BOUQUETS
Monday June 10,
1:00pm or 6:00pm

SHAVING CREAM-
PAINTED MARBLED
CROSSBODY BAGS
Monday July 15,
1:00pm or 6:00pm

RR
RR

RR

Due to its popularity, Make & Mingle has additional sessions for the summer! Sign up for one afternoon or one
evening session. All supplies provided. The June & July crafts will be held at the Lion’s Park Pavilion outside of
the library, weather permitting. 

Join us for HDPL’s
monthly craft time just

for the adults!

TATTOO DEALS FOR ADULT 
SUMMER READING CLUB MEMBERS (18+)

June 3 - July 26 by appointment only at 
Eight-Ball INK Tattoo,  360 S Division St. Ste. #7

Eight-Ball INK Tattoo of Harvard is offering special deals for library
cardholders who sign up for the adult summer reading club!
Choose a tattoo from exclusively designed flash sheets for $50, or
take $25 off any tattoo over $100. Receive your voucher for this
deal when you register for the program. Prices, promotions,
waivers, transactions, and follow-ups are handled by the shop and
are not conducted through the Library or library staff. To book an
appointment and redeem this deal, contact Eight-Ball INK directly
at  (815)-770-0299. Thank you to shop owner Octavio for offering
this promotion to our adult summer reading club members! 

Scan here
to view the
available

flash tattoo
designs! 

More programs continued on
back page of newsletter
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FIND US ON: 

ILLINOIS LIBRARIES PRESENT SEASON 4

Save the dates for these scheduled live, virtual events through
our partnership with Illinois Libraries Present on Zoom:

January 23, 2025, 7:00pm - Michelle Buteau
February 4, 2025, 7:00pm - James McBride
April 10, 2025, 7:00pm - Alexis Nikole Nelson
May 3, 2025, 2:00pm - Dan Santat
May 15, 2025, 7:00pm - Matthew Desmond

CAR MAINTENANCE BASICS
Mon July 1, 6:00pm

Whether you are an experienced driver needing a refresher, or
a new driver, join us with Nisi Rockcastle, auto mechanic at
DeCraene’s Service Center in Harvard, to learn the basics of car
maintenance. You’ll learn all about: getting familiar with your
owner's manual, and with what's under the hood, how to check
& fill fluids, what fluids to use, tire pressures and rotations,
getting familiar with some useful tools, tire, oil, and bulb
changes, and more! All ages. 

RR

Kal Penn (kalpenn.com) is an actor, writer, producer, and former Associate Director of the
White House Office of Public Engagement. He is known for his starring roles in Designated
Survivor, House, Mira Nair’s The Namesake, the Harold & Kumar franchise, and the
Christmas comedy The Santa Clauses for Disney+. His first book You Can’t Be Serious was
released on November 2, 2021 from Simon and Schuster/Gallery Books. He is a member of
the Council on Foreign Relations, and the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
Earlier in the year, Penn wrapped production on the Bloomberg Green climate change
docuseries, Getting Warmer, and the Viacom/Paramount + comedy, Surina & Mel. Kal Penn
will be joined in a live, virtual conversation with Bridget Petrites, Evanston Public Library.

THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 SUMMER READING CLUB SPONSORS:

ILLINOIS LIBRARIES PRESENT: KAL PENN

Tues May 7, 7:00pm on Zoom

PROGRAMS CONTINUED MAY - JULY

900 E. McKinley St. 
Harvard, IL 60033

P: 815-943-4671
F: 815-943-2312
E: harpgeneral@harvard-diggins.org

CONTACT US:

LIBRARY HOURS:
M-Th 9:00am - 8:00pm
F-Sa 9:00am - 5:00pm
Closed Sundays

UPCOMING CLOSINGS:
Mon May 27 - Memorial Day
Sat June 1 - Milk Day
Wed July 3 - Closing EARLY at 5pm
Thurs July 4 - Independence Day
Fri July 19 - Opening LATE at 12pm
for Staff Training

RRALL PROGRAMS MARKED WITH   
REQUIRE ADVANCE REGISTRATION

Visit our website at:
www.harvard-diggins.org/events 

or scan the QR code to the left with your
smartphone's camera to visit the event

calendar and register for an event.

We have a NEW way to register for
Library programs and events! 

RR

September 17, 7:00pm - Neil Gaiman
October 9, 7:00pm - Erika Sánchez
October 22, 7:00pm - Jason Reynolds 
November 20, 7:00pm - Chef Art Smith
December 10, 7:00pm - Raina Telgemeier
January 9, 2025, 7:00pm - Steve Dolinsky

Beloit Sky Carp | By the Dozen Bakery | Classic Cinemas | Eight Ball Ink Tattoo |
Harvard State Bank | Kane County Cougars | Revolution Golf HD/Beaver Creek |
Rockford Rivets | Rockford Icehogs | Sauk Valley Bank 

If you are no longer able to attend an event that you previously signed
up for, please contact library staff as soon as possible so we may alert

our event coordinators and allow space for others on the waitlist. 


